Physiologists, generally, have considered it as an established fact that the frequency of the heart's action diminishes in [Oct.
symptoms of the disease has served for the model of the most recent descriptions. The researches upon the composition of the blood in various diseases, undertaken with so much eclat in our own times, has however recalled the attention of physicians to this malady of a prior epoch. Such was the state of the question when, in 1841, Andral, analysing the blood of a man affected with scorbutus, found the proportion of fibrine less than the normal mean; and from that time the former conjectures were considered as confirmed; a rational explanation of symptoms was given; and an ingenious theory of haemorrhages, which appear in certain diseases of which scorbutus may be considered the type, was furnished. In the phlegmasia; in which there is an increased quantity of fibrine in the blood, no haemorrhagic tendency is observed : but in typhus, scorbutus, and in other diseases in which the blood is in a more or less dissolved state, that is containing little fibrine, haemorrhages are frequent, and are produced independently of the essential differences which separate the various diseases. The haemorrhage is then a common phenomenon, dependent upon a common change in the composition of the blood in all these cases. -If to this we add, that in certain other morbid states, in which the quantity of globules is greater than in the normal state, at the same time that the fibrine is unchanged, the haemorrhagic tendency is produced but with different characters, we naturally arrive at the distinction founded upon a change in the composition of the blood peculiar to each of these.
In vain did Mr. Busk declare that in several scorbutic patients he had found the fibrine augmented; and in vain did M. Staeber refer to the conclusions of Parmentier and Deyeux that the scorbutic blood they examined was identical with inflammatory blood. These statements were received with incredulity, as arising from some error in diagnosis or the process of examination. Yet And here is the difficulty. With respect to small-pox the etiology has never been contested. All agree that, beyond the affection of the skin, there is a general affection, having its vehicle in the mass of the blood. It is not the same with the etiology which is here given of typhoid or entero-mesenteric fever. Eminent observers, and whose consummate experience might well serve as a guide in medicine, have entertained an opposite opinion. They have seen in the disease only an enteritis, or an inflammation of the intestine, different degrees of which might explain the general and local symptoms by which it reveals itself." " The treatment I propose consists in the administration of the black sulphuret of mercury in the form of pills, and the inunction of the abdominal parietes by means of the mercurial ointment every morning. Four grains of the black sulphuret are formed into a pill with tragacanth and syrup; and from four to six of such are given every second day. The treatment may be continued for six or eight days, provided no stomatitis occurs. If the mucous membrane of the mouth becomes inflamed the frictions are to be suspended and the sulphuret diminished or discontinued, applying alum gargles or slices of lemon to the gums.
" Although every one recognises that the gravity of the disease is dependent upon the amount of the intestinal eruption, no one has hitherto tried to treat this topically. Purgatives in general fulfil the first indication of treating the general poisoning of the system; but it is the mercurial purgative which alone exerts a special topical action on the intestinal patches. We cannot give proofs of this direct action; but from the effect which mercurials exert on analogical diseases, we are enabled to make an a posteriori induction upon the subject. We know that the application of mercury procures the abortion of variolous pustules.
Mercurial frictions dissipate an erysipelas springing from internal causes?as they do the rose-coloured lenticular patches which appear on the abdomen in typhoid. The diarrhoea and distension of the abdomen in typhoid are certainly due to the irritation which the intestinal eruption determines upon the mucous membrane of the intestines ; and both these symptoms are relieved under the use of the black sulphuret (although ordinary purgatives fail to relieve them), proving that this exerts a topical action upon the intestinal eruption, preventing or arresting its development. But it likewise exerts a more generally beneficial effect upon the organism, seeming as if it reached the cause of the disease itself;?the fever becomes less, the pulse diminishes in number, and the delirium abates?and this in so decided a manner as to be obviously the result of the medicine. By this method we do not abridge the duration of the fever. It continues, as under other treatment, for 3 or 4 weeks : but generally, when seen early, it is conducted through its course without any accident arising." " Although the lenticular and rose-coloured spots on the abdomen, which constitute so characteristic a symptom of typhoid fever, differ essentially from the variolous pustule, yet the septic nature of the two diseases, the concomitant changes -in the state of the blood, led me to the study of the action of mercury on these petechise. In the year 1845, this petechial eruption was remarkably abundant in most of these patients; but, under the application of the mercurial ointment, they disappeared very rapidly?the accompanying meteorism simultaneously diminishing. This double result led me to conclude not only that the mercury operated beneficially upon the petechiaj, but also upon the intestinal eruption, which constituted the foundation of the fever. If this last conclusion were correct, it was reasonable to suppose that, could the mercury be brought into direct action on the intestine, its effect would be still more prompt and efficacious ; and, after an attentive examination of several pharmaceutical preparations of this metal, the black sulphuret seemed the best adapted to fulfil the 
